
Axillary Artery

◼ Origin: continuation of the subclavian artery 

as it passes under the midpoint of the 

clavicle on the outer edge of the first rib 

◼ Termination: continues as the brachial 

artery at the lower border of teres major 



3 Parts

◼ Three parts by its relation 

to pectoralis minor 

muscle:

◼ 1st (suprapectoral) part: 
– from its origin at the lateral edge of 

the first rib to superior border of 

pectoralis minor

◼ 2nd (retropectoral) part: 
– posterior to pectoralis minor

◼ 3rd (infrapectoral) part: 
– from the inferior border of pectoralis 

minor to inferior border of teres 

major



Upper Arm arteries

◼ Axillary artery turns into the brachial artery just below the axilla as it 

crosses the inferior border of the teres major muscle. 

◼ The brachial artery is the continuation of the main arterial supply in the 

upper arm as it travels medially towards the elbow. 

– It gives off the deep brachial artery and collateral branches that supply the arterial 

anastomosis of the elbow before terminating distal to the elbow by bifurcating into 

the radial artery and ulnar artery.

◼ Radial and ulnar arteries 

– Extend along either side of the forearm to the wrist. 

– Proximally, they both give rise to recurrent arteries that ascend to complete the 

arterial anastomoses of the elbow. 

– Ulnar artery gives off an interosseous branch that trifurcates to form anterior, 

posterior and recurrent branches.

– Distally, the ulnar artery continues as the superficial palmar arch, and the radial 

artery continues as the deep palmar arch. 

– Both give off branches that provide blood to the thumb and fingers
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